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To: U.S. Patent Office - Attn: Examiner John Pettitt 

Group: 3744 

From: Jerry A. Miller 

Re: Serial Number: 10/760,163 

Filing Date: 1/20/2004 
Dated: May 30, 2007 



Dear Mr. Pettitt: 



Per our phone conference of earlier this morning, the attached is an amendment adding 
your suggested language from the prior Office Action. Per our discussion, you will 
compare these claims with claims you have prepared for purposes of doing an 
Examiner's amendment to accompany a notice of allowance. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 



Respectfully submitted, 
/Jerry A. Miller 30779/ 
Jerry Miller 

Registration No. 30,779 



IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL PAGES, PLEASE TELEPHONE US IMMEDIATELY AT 919-816-9981. THIS FAX 
MAY CONTAIN CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY INFORMATION. IF YOU RECEIVE THIS FAX IN ERROR 
PLEASE CALL THE AROVF NUWlftFR 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 10/760,163 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
1.-4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A double cooler apparatus, comprising in combination: 
an outer housing shell; 

an inner housing shell disposed within the outer housing shell and coupled thereto to 
form an outer reservoir, wherein the inner and outer housing shells comprise a housing; 

an inner core residing within the inner shell to form an inner reservoir; 

a first tap coupled to the outer reservoir and passing through the outer shell to provide 
access to and permit dispensing of a liquid stored in the outer reservoir; 

a second tap coupled to the inner reservoir and passing through both the inner shell and 
the outer shell to provide access to and permit dispensing of a liquid stored in the inner reservoir; 

a vent spout in fluid communication with the inner reservoir; 

a drain spout in fluid communication with the inner reservoir; and 

a lid for closing the housing, the lid having both an outer seal adjacent a periphery thereof 
to seal the outer reservoir and an inner seat to seal the inner reservoir, 

wherein, when the lid is fully engaged with the housing, both the inner and outer 
reservoirs are sealed by the inner and outer seals and the vent spout and drain spout are closed, 

wherein the vent spout and the drain spout extend in a radial direction from the inner 
core and mate with recesses in the lid. 

wherein, when the lid is lifted from full engagement without removal from engagement 
with the housing, the vent spout and drain spout are revealed and the inner seal is opened to 
permit draining the inner reservoir through the drain spout and venting through the vent spout to 
facilitate the draining, without permitting fluid communication between the inner and outer 
reservoirs, and 

wherein, when the lid is removed from engagement with the housing, both the inner and 
outer seals are unsealed to open the inner and outer reservoirs. 
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6. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 5, further 
comprising a cup holder bracket coupled to the outer shell. 

7. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 5, further 
comprising a pair of handles coupled to the outer shell to facilitate lifting of the double cooler 
apparatus- 

8. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 7, further 
comprising a tie coupling the lid to at least one of the handles. 

9. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 5, further 
comprising means for coupling the lid to the outer shell. 

10. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the 
inner reservoir has a fluid capacity of approximately two gallons. 

11. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the 
outer reservoir has a fluid capacity of approximately five gallons excluding the capacity of the 
inner reservoir. 

12. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 5 5 wherein the 
housing has an approximately circular cross-section. 

13. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 5, further 
comprising foam insulation injected between the inner and outer shells. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) A double cooler apparatus, comprising in combination: 

an outer housing shell; 

an inner housing shell disposed within the outer housing shell and coupled thereto to 
form an outer reservoir, wherein the inner and outer housing shells comprise a housing; 
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a layer of insulation disposed between the inner and outer shells; 

an inner core residing within the inner shell to form an inner reservoir; 

a first tap coupled to the outer reservoir and passing through the outer shell to provide 
access to and permit dispensing of a liquid stored in the outer reservoir; 

a second tap coupled to the inner reservoir and passing through both the inner shell and 
the outer shell to provide access to and permit dispensing of a liquid stored in the inner reservoir; 

venting means in fluid communication with the inner reservoir, for providing air venting 
to the inner reservoir; 

draining means in fluid communication with the inner reservoir, for providing a drain for , 
fluid within the inner reservoir; and 

a lid for closing the housing, the lid having both an outer seal adjacent a periphery thereof 
to seal the outer reservoir and an inner seal to seal the inner reservoir, 

wherein, when the lid is in a first position with respect to the housing, both the inner and 
outer reservoirs are sealed by the inner and outer seals and the venting means and the draining 
means are closed, 

wherein the vent spout and the drain spout extend in a radial direction from the inner 
core and mate with recesses in the lid- 

wherein, when the lid is in a second position with respect to the housing, the venting 
means and draining means are opened to permit draining the inner reservoir through the draining 
means and venting through the venting means to facilitate the draining, without permitting fluid 
communication between the inner and outer reservoirs, and 

wherein, when the lid is removed from engagement with the housing, both the inner and 
outer seals are unsealed to open the inner and outer reservoirs. 

15. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 14, further 
comprising a cup holder bracket coupled to the outer shelL 

16. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 14, further 
comprising a pair of handles coupled to the outer shell to facilitate lifting of the double cooler 
apparatus. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 16, further 
comprising a tie coupling the lid to at least one of the handles, 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 14, further 
comprising means for coupling the lid to the outer shell. 

19. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the 
inner reservoir has a fluid capacity of approximately two gallons. 

20. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the 
outer reservoir has a fluid capacity of approximately five gallons excluding the capacity of the 
inner reservoir. 

21. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the 
housing has an approximately circular cross-section. 

22. (Currently Amended) A double cooler apparatus, comprising in combination: 

an outer housing shell; 

an inner housing shell disposed within the outer housing shell and coupled thereto to 
form an outer reservoir, wherein the inner and outer housing shells comprise a housing, and 
wherein the housing has an approximately circular cross-section; 

a foam insulation layer injected between the inner and outer shells; 

an inner core residing within the inner shell to form an inner reservoir having fluid 
capacity of approximately two gallons, and wherein the fluid capacity of the inner housing shell 
with the inner core in place is approximately five gallons; 

a pair of handles coupled to the outer shell to facilitate lifting of the double cooler 
apparatus; 

a first tap coupled to the outer reservoir and passing through the outer shell to provide 
access to and permit dispensing of a liquid stored in the outer reservoir; 
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a second tap coupled to the inner reservoir and passing through both the inner shell and 
the outer shell to provide access to and permit dispensing of a liquid stored in the inner reservoir; 

a vent spout in fluid communication with the inner reservoir; 

a drain spout in fluid communication with the inner reservoir; and 

a lid for closing the housing, the lid having both an outer seal adjacent a periphery thereof 
to seal the outer reservoir and an inner seal to seal the inner reservoir, 

wherein, when the lid is fully engaged with the housing, both the inner and outer 
reservoirs axe sealed by the inner and outer seals and the vent spout and drain spout are closed, 

wherein, the vent spout and the drain spout extend in a radial direction from the inner 
core and mate with recesses in the lid. 

and wherein, when the lid is lifted from full engagement with the housing without 
removal from engagement from the housing, the vent spout and drain spout are revealed and the 
inner seal is opened to permit draining the inner reservoir through the drain spout and venting 
through the vent spout to facilitate the draining, without permitting fluid communication between 
the inner and outer reservoirs, 

wherein, when the lid is removed from engagement with the housing, both the inner and 
outer seals are unsealed to open the inner and outer reservoirs; and 

means for coupling the lid to the outer shell. 

23, (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 5, further 
comprising a cup holder bracket coupled to the outer shell. 

24. (Previously Presented) The double cooler apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the 
means for coupling the lid to the outer shell comprises a tie coupling the lid to at least one of the 
handles. 



PAGE 619 * RCVD AT 6121/2007 9:56:45 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-5/1 6 1 DNIS:2734834 * CS1D:919 816 9982 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-52 



